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Dan Carter.  From George Wallace to Newt Gingrich.
· According to Carter, how did the politics and rhetoric of George Wallace influence later conservative leaders such as Ronal Reagan, George Bush, and Newt Gingrich?
· How did Wallace and others after him soft-pedal or disguise race-baiting?
· How does Carter define “racial conservatism”?  Why might racial conservatism appeal to voters in the modern era?  Who, specifically, finds racial conservatism appealing?
· How have conservatives (after Wallace) used race as a wedge issue to gain political support?
· When speaking about the Civil Rights Movement, Carter states that, “the movement’s counterrevolutionary forces are equally important.”  What does he mean by this? Explain the subsequent reaction to the Civil Rights Movement and how it affected national politics and popular beliefs.
· How did Wallace use television and imagery to his political advantage?  How did others do the same? Be specific in your response.
· Who made up the “swing voters” or “silent majority” conservatives courted?  How did they court these voters? Which issues proved valuable?
· Why might these voters have felt disaffected or alienated from the Democratic Party?  
· According to Carter, why were political strategies such as Ronald Reagan’s attacks on “welfare queens” and George Bush’s infamous Willie Horton commercial successful?
· How does Carter define “battleground politics” and why does he find this new trend problematic?  Do we still see these tactics and are they still a problem in today’s political landscape?
**You must address the role of race in the postwar success of conservatives and eventually, self-avowed liberals such as Bill Clinton.  How have politicians used race? Has this changed over the years? If so, how?  Also, I expect you to take a position (for or against) regarding Carter’s main thesis, grounding your argument with examples from class, readings, etc.**
